




How can we preserve and help maintain
our heritage in a way that is sustainable

and viable in today’s world?

What are some challenges institutions face
in this process?



Sustainability:
Preservation and Conservation



Integration:
Social Mobility and Urban Design



United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

1945

Mission: To build 
"defenses of 

peace" in 
the minds of 

people, fostering 
mutual 

understanding 
and respect.



World Heritage: Identifies and preserves cultural and 
natural sites of outstanding value to humanity.

EDUCATION



About how many UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites exist worldwide?
   a. 300
   b. 700
   c. 1200

a little quiz

How many countries have at least 
one UNESCO World Heritage Site?
   a. About 30
   b. About 80
   c. About 170

Which country has the MOST World 
Heritage Sites?
   a. France
   b. Italy
   c. China

What is UNESCO’s approximate 
annual budget?
   a. About $100 million
   b. About $500 million
   c. About $1 billion



50 approved sites

44 cultural sites

6 natural sites

35 on tentative list

85 conservation reports









From a landmark to ashes
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Who manages UNESCO WH sites?

Governments do, either regionally or nationally.

UNESCO offers technical counsel and supervises compliance with 1972 Convention



Environmental
damage

after wildfires

*source: CSIC

Vegetation
Soils

Hillside stability
Geological impact

Underground water
Social impact

20% of the site severely damaged

Potential fall of rocks with time
(due to rock temperatures)

“Minimum” damage to WHS complex and 
“recoverable” 

Water pollution, not a problem



"Fire is a good servant but a bad master"
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Integration:
Social Mobility and Urban Design
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